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Background
In November 1998, the voters of California passed Proposition 10, the “California Children and Families Act of 1998.” This program is funded from additional excise taxes imposed on tobacco products for promoting, supporting, and improving the early development of children from the prenatal stage to the 6th birthday. The Act facilitates the creation and implementation of comprehensive and collaborative systems and services to enhance optimal early childhood development.
In 2004, First 5 Napa approved Sponsorships as one time, short-term funding opportunities. In 2008-2009, the amount of Sponsorship funds was increased; Sponsorships replaced Mini grants and the application process and accountability standards were enhanced.
Purpose
The purpose of Sponsorship Funds is to support a variety of efforts to educate the community by encouraging creativity in developing simple and efficient solutions to specific issues in the systems of services for children 0-5 and their families in Napa County.

Sponsorships Funds requests should focus on one or more of the Commission’s goal areas: early childhood learning and education, early childhood health, and parent and community education.
Policy
Sponsorship Funds may be requested for scholarships, trainings, materials or events that are intended to educate, inform, engage or train members of the Napa community in matters pertaining to early childhood. First 5 Napa will consider requests from non-profit, private, government or community organizations. Sponsorship Funds requests can be from $500 - $5000. Sponsorship will be funded until the Sponsorship Funds budget is depleted for that fiscal year.
All events and activities that the Commission sponsors will give appropriate recognition to First 5 Napa on all promotional materials.
To assure appropriateness and fairness in assessing requests for First 5 Sponsorships, the following procedures will be applied to all requests.
· Sponsorship requests can occur any time throughout the year.
· The Sponsorship Funds Request form provided by First 5 Napa must be used for all requests
· The request must be complete and include agency contact information, the need for the request, and a budget for use of Sponsorship Funds.
· Requests should be submitted to the Commission two months prior to when funds would be needed.
· First time requests will be given priority consideration. 
· Requests will be evaluated by staff based on scope of work, budget, potential benefit to community and consistency with Commission’s goal areas.
· Requests will be reviewed by Executive Committee and recommendations for funding brought to the full Commission for its final approval. 
Accountability
A reporting form specific to each funded Sponsorship will be sent to the recipient of Sponsorship fund. A brief evaluation of the event, activity, training or use of materials and a fiscal report on the use of the funds to First 5 Napa will be required. Reports should be completed and returned to First 5 as soon as the funds are used and no later than the end of the fiscal year.
Bi monthly, the Commission will receive an update on the status of the disbursement of Sponsorship Funds.
Annually, the Commission will receive an end of year report on the disbursement and use of all Sponsorship Funds.

